
I recently engaged in a discussion about "community."  The
discussion meandered to the conclusion that a loss of localization
of broadcasting has been part of the reason for a lack of local
community interest and support politically, socially, etc.  The
gist of the discussion was that the quality of life and the quality
of our communities has deteriorated.  I truly feel that our lives,
communities, our local cultures, and our country was better served
when our broadcast outlets were locally owned, locally programed,
and when the community service requirements were higher.
    For one example, please look back in your records to the energy
crisis in the 1970's.  Look for the examples of creative local
support provided to  schools by cable, radio, and television
stations throughout the country.  I do not believe that our
broadcast outlets, configured and regulated as they are today, are
as capable of providing that kind of locally tailored support now
as they were in the 1970's.

 Please conserve and promote localism in broadcasting.


